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President’s Report  |  April 2012

During the past several months, I have had 
the opportunity to visit many friends of the 

Benedictines in the United States and abroad to 
raise the awareness of the Saint Benedict Education 
Foundation and its efforts to assist students from 
economically disadvantaged countries to attend  Sant’ 
Anselmo. We have made progress in several areas 
by forming local support groups (chapters) for Sant’ 
Anselmo. At present there are three chapters:

1. Chicago/Lisle Area Chapter
2. Tampa/Plant City Area Chapter
3. Pittsburgh-Latrobe-Greensburg Area Chapter

We also plan to establish chapters in the coming year in the following areas:
1. New York Metropolitan/New Jersey Area 
2. Savannah, Georgia Area
3. San Francisco, California Area

    Each Chapter is dedicated to providing scholarship assistance to 
Benedictine men and women religious who need financial help to study at 
Sant’ Anselmo. The annual fundraising goal for each chapter is $20,000 
which will fund the annual cost for one student to attend Sant’ Anselmo. 
Several of the chapters have already reached their goal for this year.
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We are pleased to report that the Saint Benedict Education 
Foundation is making steady progress thanks to the generosity 
of our donors, the dedication of our Board of Directors, and the 
daily efforts of our office staff. 

Last November, thanks to the efforts of the monks of Saint 
Procopius Abbey and the Benedictine Sisters of Sacred Heart 
Monastery in Lisle, we had a wonderful wine tasting dinner for 
local guests and donors. The proceeds from this event enabled 
us to fund one full scholarship for a year at Sant’ Anselmo. We 
are looking forward to our third annual dinner in November, 
2012, at Sacred Heart Monastery in Lisle.

In February, Father Edward Mazich, O.S.B. and I traveled to 
Savannah, Georgia where a group of approximately 20 potential 
supporters gathered at the home of Kimi and Harry Haslam 
for a Bible Study course. Fr. Ed lived at Sant’ Anselmo while 
studying Sacred Scripture at the Biblicum in Rome. During this 
time, we discussed the needs of the Foundation, and received 
several generous gifts. Harry Haslam also agreed to share his 
talents in business with us by serving as a member of our Board 
of Directors. We look forward to working with him!

I believe that the future is bright for the Foundation as we 
will continue to build support within the geographic areas of 
Western Pennsylvania, Chicago, Savannah, Tampa, New York 
and San Francisco. In October of 2012 the Saint Benedict 

Education Foundation will host a tour of Rome with a firsthand 
experience of Sant’ Anselmo, where we will meet the Abbot 
Primate and members of the faculty and administration, along 
with students from Sant’ Anselmo. We hope to continue to 
create awareness of the wonderful works of Sant’ Anselmo in 
preparing future leaders of the Church and of the  Benedictines 
Order in our mission to build the Kingdom of God.

Peace,

Father Benoît Alloggia, O.S.B.
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Our Mission
Serving God’s People

T     he Saint Benedict Education Foundation is a 
non-profit organization whose sole purpose is 

to raise awareness and funding for Sant’ Anselmo in 
Rome, the International Benedictine House of Studies. 
The Foundation works within the boundaries of North 
America and focuses its efforts on the funding for 
scholarships and academic chairs for the Athenaeum.
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A common love of the study of the Italian language, pride in one’s heritage, and a desire 
to share their experiences of European travel (especially Italy) led a group of six 

women to form a “conversational Italian” study club.  In May of 2009, Pat Spisso hosted the 
regular monthly breakfast meeting and drew on her forty-one year career as an educator 
and principal for inspiration. Pat was already recognized as a very organized and generous 
person with a laugh that was unforgettable. She knew how to fully enjoy life and encouraged 
those around her to do the same. A few weeks after this meeting, suffering from a nagging 

shortness of breath, she underwent some diagnostic tests and received the 
unexpected report of advanced ovarian cancer. Months of chemotherapy, endless 
visits to her medical team, nausea and hair loss followed.
      Confronting this battle, Pat proved to everyone just how indomitable her spirit 
was. Her smile never deserted her beautiful face and she didn’t give up her flair 
for fashion when choosing scarves for her newly naked head. To celebrate the 
completion of chemo and remission she urged Father Benoît to organize a trip 
to Rome so that she could see this Sant’ Anselmo for herself.  Trailing carry-on 
luggage, five ladies and Father Benoît departed Pittsburgh February 26, 2010 
for an unforgettable week walking the hills of Rome. They toured the campus 
of Sant’Anselmo, met Benedictine monks, shared several lunches with them, 
and dined at the monastery. Days passed swiftly as the group enjoyed leisurely 
morning cappuccino and brioche, shopping excursions, afternoon bellinis, and 

lunches/dinners at some of Father Benoît’s favorite “trattoria’s.”
One early morning they taxied to Saint Peter’s where Benoît had arranged a private Mass in one of the chapels 

“SHE CHALLENGED MY SISTERS AND I TO LEAVE A ‘FOOTPRINT’ IN LIFE”

By Carolyn Backus

A Tribute to Patricia Spisso
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beneath Saint Peter’s. Along with her friends, Pat 
relished every moment and tucked away many wonderful 
memories. Sadly the freedom afforded by that period of 
remission was brief. By Fall, a second and more arduous 
stage of treatment began.
      Never known to indulge in self pity, Pat continued to 
mark every meeting date on her calendar, returned to 
classes at Saint Vincent when she felt strong enough, and 
became a model to be exemplified. Our friend fought with 
all her faith, courage, grace, perseverance, character, and 
then with an ultimate acceptance of facing eternity.
      Pat believed in the mission set forth by the Saint 
Benedict Education Foundation and agreed to serve on 
the committee and be a contributor for the inaugural 
fundraiser last August 6. Along with her loving family, 
she attended the Mass and enjoyed that glorious evening 
under the stars. Pat won the war, but lost her personal 
battle on October 9, 2011. The Spisso family generously 
chose to honor the spirit of Patricia by naming the Saint 
Benedict Education Foundation as the recipient of any 
memorial donations.
      Her friends will always miss Pat. We offer to her 
husband  John,  their children Johnette, Johnese, 
and JB and all the grandchildren the certain fact that 
their “warrior” left but she continues to leave many 
“footprints,” particularly in the hearts and lives of those 
fortunate to have been called her friends.

Proceeds benefit the Sant’ Anselmo scholarship fund.

Sunset at the Barn
Saturday, August 18

The Winnie Palmer Nature Reserve
Saint Vincent college

6:00 p.m.
$75 per person

($40 tax deductible gift)
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Celebrating Springtime...
     Italian Style

Paul Whiteside
Director of  Development

Recently the Pittsburgh-Latrobe-
Greensburg (PLG) Chapter of the 

Saint Benedict Education Foundation 
hosted a fundraising dinner at a local 
Italian Restaurant—Rizzo’s in Crabtree.  
Third generation descendant Rizzi DeFabo 
prepared a fabulous selection of delightful 
appetizers including a variety of Italian 
cheeses, shrimp, crab, and one of Rizzo’s 
house specialties: stuffed peppers. The 
gourmet dinner, served family style, featured 
a delicious “lolly-pop” chop lamb, baked 
chicken breasts , spaghetti blanco with 
broccoli, and ziti in a red sauce.

Ten table sponsors invited eight or more family members and 
friends to join their table. There were 85 guests in attendance in total.

Archabbot Douglas Nowicki, O.S.B. welcomed the guests and 
provided some background information regarding the mission of the 
Foundation, which is to help the Benedictine monks and sisters from 
economically disatvantaged monasteries complete advanced studies 
at Sant’ Anselmo, the International Benedictine House of Studies in 



9

Rome. The dinner participants heard about the history of our 
work at Sant’ Anselmo, the International Benedictine House of 
Studies in Rome. An update was also provided on the progress 
of our chapters: Pittsburgh-Latrobe-Greensburg, Chicago-Lisle, 
Tampa and Savannah. We were pleased to announce at the 
dinner that the PLG chapter had successfully reached its goal of 
raising $20,000 to fund a student scholarship for one year.

Father Benoît Alloggia, O.S.B., president of the Foundation, 
provided information about an upcoming tour to Rome and 
Sant’ Anselmo. The Foundation is inviting supporters to visit 
Sant’ Anselmo during the official opening of the academic 
year in early October.  The group will again have the unique 
opportunity to meet students, faculty members and the Abbot 
Primate of the Benedictine Order, The Most Reverend Notker 
Wolf, O.S.B.

Mrs. Carmen Eisaman, administrative assistant for the 
Foundation, provided an update on the next PLG event, a 
“Sunset at the Barn,” to be held on August 18, 2012, on the 
campus of Saint Vincent College at the Winnie Palmer Nature 
Reserve. 

We are so very grateful to all who participated in the dinner 
event, including Rizzi and all of the table sponsors and guests.  
The evening provided a wonderful a taste of Italy, and a lovely 
way to Celebrate Spring time with a great group of friends.

Start a Sant’ Anselmo 
Chapter in your area

To form a chapter, contact:
Rev. Benoît Alloggia, O.S.B. 

Telephone: 724-805-2890 Fax: 724-805-2891
email: info@stbenedictfoundation.org

www.stbenedictfoundation.org
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To Welcome, As Christ

On the evening of Saturday, February 25th, Harry 
and Kimi Haslam welcomed group of about twenty 

friends of Sant’ Anselmo, including Saint Benedict Education 
Foundation President Father Benoît Alloggia, O.S.B., and 
Father Edward Mazich, O.S.B., to their home on Tybee 
Island, Georgia, for a festive dinner, and a discussion which 
followed on the spiritual traditions and practices associated 
with the season of Lent. The discussion was shaped in part 
by the readings at Mass for the 1st Sunday of Lent—the 
day after our gathering—which focused on the universal 
call to repentance, and the universal hope for renewal and 
redemption which we find in Christ.

After the conversation on the observance of Lent the 
fellowship continued with Father Benoît announcing that the 
Foundation hopes to make such meetings in the Savannah 
area a regular occurrence in the future, and outlining plans 
for the Saint Benedict Education Foundation’s October 2012 
trip to Rome and Southern Italy.  Father Benoît and Father 
Ed extend their thanks to Harry and Kimi for the gracious 
“Savannah hospitality” they were shown on Tybee!

By Father Edward M. Mazich, O.S.B.

Add Me To Your Mailing List!
To be added to our mailing list, please contact 

Carmen Eisaman at the Foundation Office, 
300 Fraser Purchase Road, Latrobe, PA 15650 

724-805-2890, email: 
ceisaman@stbenedictfoundation.org
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J. Harry Haslam, Jr., and his wife Kimi live on Tybee Island, Georgia, and enjoy traveling and 
conservation of wildlife habitats. They have five children and six grandchildren. Harry is a member 

of Saint Michael’s Catholic Church and a Benedictine Oblate. Four generations of his family have 
attended Benedictine Military School, Savannah, Georgia, which is operated by Benedictine monks of 
Saint Vincent Archabbey.
      Harry received his bachelor of business administration degree in accounting from the University 
of Georgia in 1973 and joined the firm of Hancock Askew upon honorable discharge as a second 
lieutenant from the United States Army, Finance Corp. He was admitted as a partner in 1981. Harry 
is a certified public accountant licensed in Georgia, Florida, South Carolina, North Carolina and 
Nevada. He is a Certified Bank Auditor and also holds an insurance license in Georgia.
      Haslam has 38 years experience advising individuals and businesses. He has extensive experience with restructuring, 
mergers, and acquisitions. Throughout his career he has served clients by providing financial, income and estate tax and 
consulting services on issues for a wide range of industries, including insurance agents and brokers, construction, banking, 
agricultural and healthcare.
      He is a member of the executive committee and past managing partner (1986-2011) of Hancock Askew & Co., LLP, a 
regional accounting firm with offices in Savannah and Atlanta.
      His current professional memberships include the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, Georgia Society 
of Certified Public Accountants, South Carolina Society of Certified Public Accountants, Nevada Society of Certified Public 
Accountants, Florida Society of Certified Public Accountants, and the North Carolina Society of Certified Public Accountants.
      His current civic activities include: Memorial Hospital Board Member and Finance Chair; Georgia Conservancy Board 
Member and Audit Chair; The Hibernian Society of Savannah, Past President; 200 Club of the Coastal Empire, Founder, 
Board Member;  Friends of Jack Kingston, Treasurer; 13th Colony Political Action Committee, Trustee; and Clan na Erin, 
Past President, Founder.

J. Harry Haslam Named to Foundation Board
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Letters from Rome

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ and Saint Benedict,
 
Warmest greetings! I am Sr. Gemma Antonina Lunyolo, O.S.B. and I am a student at Sant’ 

Anselmo. I would like to express my sincere gratitude for your financial support toward my 
studies. Your gift enables me to pursue my studies in the upcoming academic year. 

I belong to the Priory of the Benedictine Nuns of the Blessed Sacrament in the Archdiocese 
of Tororo in Uganda, founded in 1960 by the Dutch Benedictine Nuns from Breda. The 
community now numbers thirty two—sixteen in solemn vows, ten in temporary vows, two 
novices and three postulants. The community is engaged in small income generating projects, 
which help us in our day-to-day living. A project like higher learning at Sant’ Anselmo is 
beyond our financial resources. Your contribution is a great support and our community deeply 
appreciates your gift.

I am among the young solemnly professed members; I made my vows in 1999. One of the reasons my superior 
asked me to study philosophy and theology is to help my community, by contributing to the formation of our young 
sisters. We are all called to serve Christ in the Church. Your generosity enables us to spread the Gospel message 
to future generations.

 
In Christ,

Sr . Gemma
Sr. Gemma Antonina Lunyolo, O.S.B.

March 22nd, 2012, Rome 
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Letters from Rome

March 13th, 2012, Rome

Dear Friends,

Greetings! I am Sebastian Paul Edavazhickal, a monk from Saint Thomas Benedictine Monastery in 
Kappadu, India. My monastery was founded in the Syro-Malabar Church 24 years back and this is the 
first Benedictine monastery founded in an Oriental Catholic Church. There are presently 26 ordained 
priest-monks, 5 monks studying theology, 6 simple professed monks studying philosophy, 5 novices and 
21 candidates. Since we teach philosophy and theology to our students in the monastery itself, 10 of 
our priest monks are away for higher studies: 7 in Europe (5 in Sant’ Anselmo Rome, 1 in Germany and 
1 in Belgium) and three in India (1 in Kottayam, 1 in Bangalore and 1 in Pune). So many of our monks 
are away for higher studies. At the moment we depend on visiting professors. Our aim is to be a self-
sufficient, teaching staff for our own candidates at our monastery. 

Likewise, to help the local church in various ways, we need monks who are well educated in various 
fields. We also hope to affiliate our theology and philosophy institutes of Kappadu with Sant’ Anselmo, 
Rome, and for that we need a number of resident professors in the monastery with doctorates in various 

fields. As a student at Sant’ Anselmo, I have already completed the licentiate (MA) in Sacred Liturgy. I enrolled for a 
doctorate in Liturgy 3 years ago, but after one year, I went away from Rome for an intense study of Syriac language for 
two years; this was very essential for the completion of my doctoral thesis. This year I came back to finish my doctorate 
and I hope that I will finish my thesis by the beginning of 2013. 

I’d like to take this opportunity to express my sincere and heartfelt thanks to you for your scholarship help that 
allows me to study at Sant’ Anselmo in Rome. Without the help of generous people like you, it would be impossible for 
students like me who come from various poor countries to have higher studies in Rome. Once again, thank you for all the 
encouragement and willingness to help!
 
Blessings,

Sebastian
Father Sebastian Paul Edavazhickal, O.S.B.
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Board of  Incorporators
Abbot Primate Notker Wolf, O.S.B.

Archabbot Douglas R. Nowicki, O.S.B.
Abbot Gregory Polan, O.S.B.

Board of Directors
Dr. Stephen Butler, chairman
Mr. Robert Cahill Jr., emeritus
Sister Judith Ann Heble, O.S.B.
Rev. Benoît Alloggia, O.S.B. 

J. Harry Haslam
Rosemary V. Madonia

Rev. Edward Mazich, O.S.B.
Dr. Leo J. Shea, III
Mr. Paul Whiteside

Mrs. Camille Kiely Kelleher

Named Scholarships 
for Sant’ Anselmo

Benedictine Mission House
Supports Benedictines studying at Sant’ Anselmo.

North Korean Student Scholarship
Supports North Korean students studying at Sant’ Anselmo.

The Benedictine Oblate Scholarship Fund
Funded by Benedictine Oblates from throughout the world. Funds full tuition for one year for one 
student. 

Perchak Family African Community Scholarship Fund
Family scholarship fund supports the education of African monks and nuns at Sant’ Anselmo.

Saint Pius X Abbey Scholarship
Supports Benedictines studying at Sant’ Anselmo.

Saint Scholastica Scholarship
Provides financial assistance for Benedictine women to pursue advanced studies at Sant’ Anselmo.

John Sheetz Scholarship
Supports students undertaking doctoral studies at Sant’ Anselmo.

The Mr. and Mrs. Robert Steel Scholarship
Supports Kenyan students students at Sant’ Anselmo.

For a gift of $10,000 you can establish a Named Scholarship Fund for 
Sant’ Anselmo to honor or memorialize a family or friend. 

Board



Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta response when asked about her care for the sick and dying was: “They give me 
far more than I could ever give them.” The Saint Benedict Education Foundation invites you to receive the same gift 
by supporting the education of Benedictine students who are from economically disadvantaged communities at Sant’ 
Anselmo.                                                                            MY GIFT

Enclosed is my gift in support of the students and programs of Sant’ Anselmo:                   

 $1,000 President’s Council      $250 Associate Member     Other:______________________________

$500 Fellow                              $100 Century Member        _____________________________________

 I would like to establish a Named Scholarship Fund to memorialize/honor (minimum gift:$10,000)______

__________________________________     Mastercard     Visa   Discover      

Card Number _________________Expiration________

    Give the gift of education

Name ______________________________________

Address ____________________________________

City _______________________________________

State ____________  Zip  ______________________

Phone  _____________________________________

Email  ______________________________________

THE SAINT BENEDICT EDUCATION FOUNDATION 
300 Fraser Purchase Road 
Latrobe, PA 15650-2690 

Contact: Paul Whiteside, 724-532-6740
email: pwhiteside@stbenedictfoundation.org

Remember The Saint Benedict Education 
Foundation in your will. 

Our Legal Address is:
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